received at the laboratory for testing (as opposed to date the result was reported by the laboratory to the ordering provider). Of note, we excluded specific VL tests (n=478), but not the individuals themselves. Undetectable VL tests (uVL) conducted prior to an HIV-positive diagnosis were excluded, as they were likely conducted for diagnostic purposes when the person was still HIV-negative. Further, after excluding individuals who had a detectable VL test prior to their nominal HIV-positive diagnostic test (based on the date these tests were received at the laboratory), we noted a small number of newly diagnosed individuals (n=457, 4.8%) who had a first VL received at the lab prior to their HIV-positive diagnostic result being reported to their physician. We excluded these VL tests as they were likely associated with HIV diagnosis rather than actual linkage to care, and may include non-nominally diagnosed individuals who received both a nominal diagnostic and VL test at presentation to care.
